UNFPA Syria
ST Press Release
21 October 2001

Workshop on Partnering with Religious Institutions to Prevent AIDS

The Ministry of Health, in cooperation with the United Nations Population Fund, is conducting a
two-day wo r k s h o pEngiging Faith 8ased Organizations in HIV prevention a Training
Manual for Pr ongMednestayNaOetebe 2008s ”

Dr. Haitham Sweidan, Director of National AIDS Program, and Dr. Haitham al-Khayat, Senior
Advisor for the Regional Director for the World Health Organization ( Eastern Mediterranean
Region-EMRO) will be conducting the workshop, which mainly aims at encouraging policy
makers, programmers in the field, and development practitioners to recognize the complex
social, cultural and economic factors at play in HIV prevention and to partner with faith-based
organizations to address them. The ultimate goal is to reverse the spread of HIV.

The 2 days workshop is based on the UNFPA manual “Engaging Faith Based Organizations in
HI'V prevent i onconfists ¢f he@ureswon thekrslehob geligious organizations in
preventing HIV/AIDS, taking into account the cultural and social context, the successful
experience of the WHO/EMRO in this regard, Epidemiological Situation of HIV/AIDS, ways to
identify, design and follow up on HIV prevention programmes undertaken by FBOs, and to
design plans for partnering with FBOs to halt the spread of the virus.

The workshop will be attended by the National AIDS Programme focal points in all
governorates, in addition to the Ministry of Religious Affaires.

The workshop begins at 10:00am on Wednesday 22 October 2008 at the Mashta Hello Hotel in
the governorate of Tartous. And will finish on Thursday 23 October 2008.

For more information, please contact Ms. Etab Altakee: takee@unfpa.org

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is an international development agency that
promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life of health and equal
opportunity. UNFPA supports countries in using population data for policies and programmes to
reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, every young
person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman is treated with dignity and respect.

UNFPA because everyone counts.



