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Highlights

9 Year Old Boy Dies at Al Tanf Refugee Camp

Al Tanf makeshift camp between the Syrian and Iragi borders hosts 923 Palestinian refugees
and is located right next to a large motorway© UNHCR/B. Diab

A nine year old boy died after he was hit by a truck that reversed into Al Tanf refugee camp. This is the
second child to die after being hit by a vehicle in the past 2 years, with the close proximity of the road to
the camp making this an ongoing risk for the camp population.

2008 Budget

The available funds for the 2008 Supplementary Budget for Emergency Assistance for Iragi Refugees
(SB) are now as follows:

o Total: USD 97,136,613.96

Including:

0 General projects: USD 49,952,044.99
0 Education USD 22,353,769.24

0 Health USD 24,830,799.73

Returns to Iraq

UNHCR's position remains the same regarding return to Iraq. UNHCR will not encourage or promote
return. However, UNHCR is aware that some refugees are returning or wishing to return. In the coming
weeks a dedicated section at the Douma Registration Centre will be set up for Iraqis that wish to
approach UNHCR for assistance to return on an individual basis.

New International NGOs: IECD and Islamic Relief France

The French INGO Institut Européen de Coopération et de Développement (IECD) has signed an MoU
with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent. Its project is to create a Centre for professional training and socio-
cultural activities in Jaramana. The Centre will focus on training of young Iraqi refugees.

Islamic Relief France has also signed its MoU with SARC and in 2008 plans to work on hygiene kits and
winter clothes distribution outside Damascus.
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Iragi Refugee Numbers

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs there are 1.2 million Iraqi residents in Syria with current valid
visas. It is not known how many lIraqis are staying without valid visas. The MFA will give a further
breakdown of this information in the future.

To date, UNHCR has registered 219,010 Iraqi refugees (51% male, 49% female).
0 25,729 registered since 2007 are classified as victims of torture/violence in Irag.
0 35,092 registered since 2007 have an important medical condition.
0 6,316 registered since 2007 are considered to be women at risk.

Registered active Iragi population by Ethnicity (as of 31/08/08)

Nationality Individuals

Arab
Armenian
Assyrian

Chaldean
Kurd
Turkmen
Other

Registered active Iragi population by Religion (as of 31/08/08)

o Religion __] Individuals Percentage

Muslim — Sunni
Muslim — Shiite
Christian
Sabean-Mandean
Yezidi

Islam (not specified)
Other

UNHCR Registration

UNHCR has a registration team of 8 international Supervisors, 4 Senior Registration Clerks and 40
national registration interviewers working in the main registration centre of Douma and in various sites in
Syria during mobile registration exercises.

The waiting time for refugees to obtain a registration appointment has been reduced to 6 weeks and the
waiting time for renewal appointments (whenever refugees’ information needs to be updated) has been
cut from close to 7 months to 6 weeks also, except in urgent cases, and is likely to continue to drop. All
refugee certificates issued or renewed are now valid for 2 years instead of one.

Over 2000 new registration appointments were issued in August at Douma Registration Centre,
continuing the high rate recorded last month. According to the Iragis who come for an appointment slip,
the main motivation is to gain access to subsidized medical services. Food and cash assistance are the
next main reasons for approaching UNHCR.

Mobile Registration in Aleppo, which started on 20 July 2008 continued until 14 August. The operation
was temporarily interrupted to avoid an overlap with the Aleppo food distribution exercise and will
recommence in the second week of September.

Since October 2007 UNHCR has launched Mobile Registration exercices for Iragi populations residing
in Hassakah, Abu Kamal, Deir Ezzor, Aleppo, Homs, Tartous and Lattakia.
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Registered Iragis in Syria

The table below shows the breakdown of Iraqi refugees registered at the registration centre in
Damascus and during mobile registration exercises according to their city of residence in Syria:

Hassakah 7341
Lattakia 2473
Qunaytrah o4
Ar Raggah 299
As Sweida 64
Dar'a 2,434
Deir Ezzor 2,218
Damascus 167,738
A|epp0 15,188
Hama 1,038
Homs 8,235
Idlib 1,475

Tartus 1,501

*This figure does not include registered Iragis who did not provide a full address, most of whom
registered before 2007.

Refugee Movements

UNHCR does not monitor border crossings.

Since the summer, however, a higher number of arrivals from Iraq have been observed at Al Tanf with
4000 to 4500 individuals entering Syria and between 2500 and 3000 individuals quitting Syria per day
during August. This increase has been attributed to the vacation period in Iraq, large groups of Shia
pilgrims coming to visit holy sites in Syria and individuals coming to seek medical treatment. The
majority of Iragis obtain visas on the spot which cost US$50 each and a large number of arrivals hold
Iragi Chamber of Commerce documentation..

Despite the Syrian visa restrictions and improvements in the security situation in Iraq, there has been no
evidence of refugees massively returning to Iraq from Syria.

Visa and Residence Issues for Iragis

According to the visa regulations which came into force in October 2007, fourteen groups of Iraqis can
obtain an entry or residence visa for Syria. In addition to the visas issued for people in these categories,
the Syrian government issues one week transit visas to Iraqis flying into Syrian airports in order to return
to Iraq.



The visas issued under the new regulations are valid for anything from 1 to 3 months. Since the start of
July, all Iraqi refugees approaching UNHCR to have their residency in Syria extended obtained at least
1 to 3 month extensions as well as one or two-year residence permits.

As far as UNHCR is aware, simple overstay in Syria does not automatically lead to deportation. Iragis
facing a greater risk of deportation are those who:
Have been arrested or detained for security reasons
Have destroyed their documents or do not have documents
Have entered Syria illegally
Have committed any type of criminal acts (such as forging documents, involvement in
prostitution, petty crimes and more recently working illegally)

Partners

Since 2007, UNHCR has had agreements with the Syrian Government (including the Ministry of Health,
Ministry of Education, Governorate of Al Hassakah), the Palestinian Red Crescent, the Syrian Arab Red
Crescent, local NGOs, international NGOs and UN Agencies.

The Syrian Arab Red Crescent
(SARC)

UNHCR’s main implementing partner is the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC).

UNHCR 2008 agreements with SARC include support and management of new and existing clinics, the
expansion of medical services outside Damascus, support to community outreach, distribution of food
and non-food items, management of community centres and distribution of school supplies to Iraqi
children.

To date the Syrian Arab Red Crescent has opened clinics (7 in areas of high concentration of refugees
in Damascus and clinics located in Homs, Aleppo and Idleb) to provide subsidized health services for
Iragi refugees that have either registered or applied for an appointment to register with UNHCR. The
agreement also includes financial support for the referral of patients to Syrian public hospitals for cases
that cannot be treated at primary health care facilities.

All refugees who apply for a UNHCR registration appointment, or who are registered, have access to
subsidized health care at Red Crescent clinics which means they only have to pay for 20% of the cost of
their treatment. As of 15 November 2008 refugees will be required to present a refugee certificate to
access health care at the SARC clinics.

Around 11,000 Iraqi refugees received food rations during August in Aleppo© UNHCR/D. Al Achi



International Non-Governmental
Organisations (INGOs)

Seven international NGOs (Premiére Urgence (PU), the Danish Refugee Council, International Medical
Corps (IMC), the Qatari Red Crescent, the Institut Européen de Coopération et de Développement
(IECD), the International Blue Crescent and Islamic Relief France) have signed MOUs and have been
officially authorized to begin work in Syria.

Premiere Urgence is focusing on education activities related to UNICEF and UNHCR programs in
Jaramana, including the rehabilitation and building of schools, distribution of materials and remedial
teaching. The UNHCR sub-agreement with Premiere Urgence was signed with a total budget of US$
995,988.10 to cover the construction of two public schools which should host a total of 2,400 school
children.

IMC opened its first clinic for refugees and Syrians in Saida Zainab in May and the second in Masaken
Barzeh in July; with funding from the US Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM) and from
UNHCR. IMC is also looking to enhance the Syrian Arab Red Crescent’'s medical infrastructure, build its
capacity in the fields of mental health, basic health care and hygiene, psychosocial support, and support
two SARC dental clinics.

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) has taken over the administration of UNHCR’s 6 community
centres. DRC is helping to identify the most vulnerable Iraqi unregistered families, as well as provide
literacy courses, recreational activities for children and adults, remedial courses, psycho-social support,
vocational training and quick impact projects. Additionally, DRC will be involved in the rehabilitation of 7
schools using the Danish Government’s contribution to UNHCR.

The International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation (IBC) will shortly begin distributing
school material and hygiene kits to refugees and carry out capacity building training courses with at
least 2 local NGOs.

The Qatari Red Crescent will be providing medical assistance to refugees by supporting SARC clinics in
Hassakah, Qamishli and Abu Kamal.

vy UNICEF, UNFPA, WFP and WHO
S Joint Programmes

UNHCR is working closely with sister UN Agencies in order to expand the reach of its assistance
programmes. UNHCR has joined forces with the following UN Agencies:

UNRWA - to support Palestinian refugees from Iraq at El Hol and Al Tanf refugee camps.

UNFPA — to support a programme that aims to prevent and respond to Sexual Gender Based Violence
in the Iragi refugee community. UNFPA supports a women'’s clinic in Douma Registration Centre,

UNICEF - to support the Back to School campaign, establish UNICEF child friendly spaces for refugees,
cooperate on child protection and health issues. UNICEF has also established a child-friendly space in
Douma Registration Centre.

WFP — to support food distribution of dry food rations in coordination with the UNHCR complimentary
food ration. 142,028 refugees are currently obtaining assistance with a target of 150,000 for the next
food distribution round starting on 20 August.

WHO - to support healthcare for Iraqi refugees.

IOM — to support programmes targeting Women at Risk and survivors of Sexual and Gender Based
Violence and Resettlement.



Education

The Syrian government has a clear policy that welcomes all children from the Arab world living in Syria
to enrol in school and thus offers free education to all Iraqi children. Given that large numbers of Iraqi
students in Syrian schools have disrupted the way in which education is accessed and delivered in
Syria, UNHCR signed an agreement of over US$20,000,000 with the Syrian Ministry of Education (MoE)
in 2007. Figures for 2008 are currently being revised.

Despite a significant increase in the number of Iragi children attending Syrian schools (49,132 in
2007/2008 according to the Ministry of Education), there is concern that many are not enrolled or are
dropping out because of lack of documentation (especially for grade 10-12), overcrowded schools,
financial difficulties, child labour, difficulties with the Syrian national curriculum, and psychological
trauma, especially at the secondary level due to lack of documentation.

The Syrian Ministry of Education, UNHCR, UNICEF and other national and international partners
involved in education have set a target of getting another 25,000 Iragi refugee children and youth into
school for 2008/2009.They agreed that the main issues with regards to Iraqgi education in Syria were:
access and low enrolment of Iragi children and adolescents; school retention/completion; insufficiently
developed non formal education system; and limited access to higher education and to labour market.

UNHCR 2008 Education Programme in Syria

Since 2008 the UNHCR Education Programme has established new partnerships with local and
international partners while remaining committed to supporting the MoE, its biggest implementing
partner in the field of education.

So far, UNHCR Education funds have been allocated as follows:
Partnerships

UNHCR, subject to the availability of funds, has committed to supporting the construction of 3
compound schools (2 in Rural Damascus and 1 in Aleppo). US$6.3 million have been allocated for
their construction one of which will also involve a German Government grant to the Syrian
government of EUR 4 million.

UNHCR sponsored summer education activities for Iragi children in Damascus © UNHCR/C. Laléve

US$400,000 agreement with the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch & all the East (GOPA): (i)
435 Iragi students received informal afternoon educational support (Dar al Bashaer in Qudsaya
area covered 235 students, al Mounir institute in Sehnaya covered 185, and Moufareej institute in
Kassaa area 28); (ii) 227 Iraqi students have had vocational training activities delivered by Al
Ma’moun Institute (hairdressing for men and women, beauty, mobile maintenance, and sewing)
and Al Mihani Institute (computer ICDL, and computer Photoshop); (iii) 105 have participated in a
life skills training programme implemented in partnership with the Syrian Enterprise and Business
Center (SEBC), (iv) 270 mothers and children received a health awareness eight-week
programme, and (v) 370 Iraqgi children - from grade 4 to grade 9 - took part in summer camps that



took place in Jdida Artous with recreational activities such as drawing, painting, sculpture and
singing.

US$200,000 agreement with the Common Charity Committee (Caritas Syria): (i) 467 Iragi refugees
have currently received vocational and skills training support in Jaramana, implemented by Skyline
and al Reda institutes (English courses: 240 beneficiaries; computer classes: 156 beneficiaries;
hairdressing courses: 40 beneficiaries and make up classes: 31 beneficiaries). These vocational
training activities allow Iraqgi refugees to reinforce their self-esteem and to discover ways of
contributing to their communities; (i) 86 children, aged 6-13 years, have benefited from
recreational summer activities in July and August.

UNHCR signed a US$995,988.10 agreement with Premiére Urgence to construct 2 schools in
Jaramana. The 2 new permanent school buildings will be able to welcome (with an average of 30
pupils per classroom and a double shift system) 2,400 schoolchildren — 1 primary public school
and 1 secondary public school.

US$600,000 agreement with the Danish Red Crescent (DRC) in order to renovate, expand and
equip 7 Syrian schools (5 primary schools and 2 secondary schools). These schools are located in
Damascus (Dwellaa and Mulleiha districts) and welcome a significant number of Iragi refugee
children.

UNHCR Syria Direct Implementation (Summer Activities)

UNHCR Education Programme has been conducting education summer activities that include literacy
classes, numeracy classes (with a focus on out-of-school children and youth) and recreational activities.
Summer activities are organized by UNHCR Education Information Units (EIU) at the UNHCR DRC-
managed Community Centres in Jaramana and Saida Zainab and are implemented by Syrian private
institutes.

Iragi mothers and children celebrate the end of UNHCR summer activities
in an amusement park outside central Damascus © UNHCR/C. Laléve

In Sayeda Zainab: an agreement was established with al Wafi Institute to provide education
summer activities to 219 Iraqi children and adolescents from 25 June 2008. Another agreement
has been established with Academe Institute that has been providing education summer
activities to 350 Iragi children and adolescents since 1 July 2008. Activities will finish
respectively on 25 August 2008 and 5 September 2008.

In Jaramana: an agreement was established with New vision Institute that provided education
activities to 347 Iraqi children and adolescents from 1 July 2008. Another agreement with
Skyline Institute provided activities to 296 Iraqi children and adolescents from 1 July 2008.
Activities finished respectively on 31 August 2008 and 30 August 2008.

UNHCR education summer activities were implemented for the first time in Sehnaya, Yarmouk,
Doumar el-Balad and Mliha. An agreement was established with al Mounir Institute in Sehnaya
and 213 Iraqi children and adolescents benefited from educational summer activities during July
and August. 245 Iraqi children and adolescents also enjoyed summer activities taking place at a
community-based level in Yarmouk, Doumar el-Balad and Mliha. Activities ended on 28 August
2008.



Shortly after the resumption of school UNHCR Education Units at the UNHCR DRC-managed
Community Centres in Jaramana and Saida Zainab will propose further education activities. A new
education unit was also established on 25 August 2008 at UNHCR Community Centre in Quodseya and
educational activities (mainly remedial classes to support the Iraqi children with the Syrian curriculum)
should start in September 2008.

Distribution of School Supplies

In cooperation with SARC, UNHCR has so far distributed 23,764 school uniforms and school supplies to
Iraqgi refugees registered in schools. Uniforms and supplies have been provided by the Syrian company
AASCO. Registration of beneficiary families started on 26 July 2008 and will continue until the start of
the school year. UNHCR is currently considering distributing 5,000 school uniforms and school supplies
in Aleppo. A final distribution will take place on 24 September for those children that have missed out on
earlier distributions.

Iraqi Exams in Syria

2008 Iragi exams took place on 3-10 August 2008 (in Sahet Mayzat, close to the Ministry of Education)
for 1,567 registered Iragi students. UNHCR is collaborating with the Syrian Ministry of Education and the
Iragi Cultural Office in Syria in order to support Iraqgi students taking these exams. The next 2008
session of Iragi exams has not yet been determined.

Ministry of Education Procedures 2008/2009

UNHCR has developed a document summarizing the Ministry of Education (MoE) 2008/2009 education
policies that apply to Iragis — with a focus on registration at primary and secondary levels, placement
tests and Syrian ‘free’ exams. The purpose of this document is to ensure that Iraqi families and children
receive updated and reliable information and thus support their right to education.

Higher Education

UNHCR met with the Ministry of Higher Education to finalize an agreement thanks to which UNHCR wiill
cover the tuition fees of 200 Iragi students meeting the admission criteria of the Ministry of Higher
Education and of UNHCR Syria. The criteria include the following: Iragi students need to have passed
the Syrian baccalaureate (either in 2007 and 2008 as per the rules of the Ministry of Higher Education),
have no other means of support and supply proof of high academic performance. The places will be in
public universities only (Damascus, Aleppo, Tishreen, al Baath, al Furat). Registration of Iraqgi students

will be open until 14 September 2008.
Health

Over 19% of Iraqi refugees registered since 2007 are suffering from an important medical condition such
as chronic illnesses or psychological disorders. Whereas 200,000 UNHCR-subsidized medical
consultations were conducted in Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) clinics in 2007, the number has
already reached 237,048 in the first 6 months of 2008. UNHCR is therefore increasing its number of
partners in order to meet the growing medical needs of refugees.

UNHCR’s Health Partners

The Ministry of Health: UNHCR is implementing the agreement signed with the Ministry of Health in
May 2007, providing drugs for chronic diseases and medical equipment for 50 primary healthcare
centres. Value of purchased medical equipment in 2007/2008: around US$3 million.

UNHCR supports 10 Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) clinics across Syria: 7 in Damascus
(including one administered by the French Red Cross) and one in Aleppo, in Homs, and in Idlib.

UNHCR is supporting the INGO International Medical Corps (IMC) which has opened two clinics in
Saida Zeinab and Masaken Barzeh.

The Palestinian Red Crescent (PRC): UNHCR signed an agreement with the Palestinian Red
Crescent to provide emergency health services in the Palestinian refugee camp of Al Tanf. Since
the beginning of 2008, there have been 11,110 medical interventions at Al Tanf Camp Clinic.



Al-Bairouni Hospital: an agreement was signed to provide services to 500 cancer patients for a total
of US$1 million. So far, over 250 patients have received cancer treatment in this hospital.

The General Assembly of Damascus Hospital (Al Mojtahed Hospital): an agreement was signed in
April 2008 for specialties including urology and renal failure/dialysis. Over 200 patients have
received medication and surgery in the hospital.

Consultation at Saida Zeinab clinic, Damascus © UNHCR/H. Mukhtar

Other Partners:

- UNHCR is continuing to cooperate with the Al Maali Health Centre, a specialized centre for
disabled children.

- Some 6,300 Iragi patients have received medical treatment through the Ibraheem Al-Khalel
Convent which also provides mental health and psychosocial support.

- Syrian NGO Terre des Hommes is providing rehabilitation and health care to children in need of
surgery, orthopaedic prostheses, and vision and hearing apparatuses. 409 individuals have
received treatment since the beginning of the year.

- In case of emergencies or certain types of surgery, patients are referred to the Italian Hospital,
the Tob El-Jerashi Hospital, Al-Khomin Hospital and Al-Radi Hospital.

- Al-Amal Centre for autism, speech disorder, cerebral palsy and visual impairment will treat
around 30 refugees with special needs.

Mental Health

A UNHCR-commissioned survey of trauma among lIraqi refugees at the end of 2007 indicated
widespread depression and anxiety among the refugees interviewed. Partners involved in mental
health: Al Tob Al-Nafssi hospital, Ibn Sina Mental Health Hospital and Ibraheem Al-Khalel Convent.
To date UNHCR and partners have:

trained around 30 psychiatrists to become trainers on how to identify refugees with mental health
problems. This will cover 70 primary health care centres across Syria.

Started mental health and psychosocial support groups in the community centres of Masaken
Barzah and Saiza Zeinab with each session attended by 10 to 15 individuals.



Food and Non-Food Item Assistance

The World Food Programme (WFP) and UNHCR have broadened the criteria for food (and non food
items) assistance to include over 90% of registered refugees as of the beginning of 2008.

The fifth round of food distribution for the months of June and July was completed on 23 July. In total
142,028 Iragi refugees benefited from this operation with 113,449 individuals in Damascus and 28,579
individuals in Homs, Hama, Tartous, Lattakia, Aleppo, Idlib, Raqga, Deir Ezzor, Abou Kamal, Hassakeh
and Daraa.

The July-August cycle outside Damascus started on August 19 and ended on 30 August, with four
teams working simultaneously in different locations. The overall target for this distribution cycle is
201,382 individuals. Distribution in Damascus will start in September.

Distribution breakdown outside Damascus:

Location Beneficiaries Beneficiary Families
Daraa (covering Sweida and Qoneitra) 2066 405
Tartous 1,041 235
Deir Ezzor 1,588 358
Homs 6,125 1,416
Hassakah 4177 900
Aleppo 10,800 2,500
Lattakia 1,666 406
Hama 822 183
Raqaa 267 53
Idlib 1,213 252

The food packages consist of food items provided by WFP such as oil, rice and lentils and other
complementary items provided by UNHCR such as sugar, tea, tomato paste, pasta, cracked wheat. The
non-food item packages include mattresses, blankets, soap, detergents.

Cash Assistance

UNHCR started the distribution of ATM cards to Iragi refugees identified as urgently needing financial
assistance in December 2007. So far, a total of 10,727 families (31,065 individuals) inside and outside
Damascus are receiving regular financial assistance through the ATM card system.

Heads of households receive approximately US$100 (SYP5000) per month, with an additional US$10
(SYP500) for each dependent. The cash assistance is intended to support the enrolment of Iraqi
children in Syrian schools and prevention efforts against problems such as sexual and gender based
violence, homelessness and child labour.

The global cost of the cash assistance scheme rose to US$1.7 million per month as of 1 July 2008. With
UNHCR in the process of continuing the distribution of new ATM cards (to benefit some 37,700
individuals), UNHCR will require US$10.2 million to maintain financial assistance to Iragi families until
the end of December 2008.



Outreach

UNHCR'’s greatest challenge is to identify the vulnerable population of refugees in Syria, the majority of
whom live in urban environments. While Registration identifies many, a large proportion are not
registered. Outreach at a community level is essential to gain access to the unregistered vulnerable
population. There are currently 50 outreach workers working with UNHCR covering 33 areas in
Damascus and rural Damascus. Issues raised include:

- absence of financial resources forcing people to return to Iraq

- problems faced by female headed households

- lack of support for families with disabilities

- increasing numbers of juvenile domestic workers (young girls) and street workers (boys) who
support the family income

The target is to engage around 100 volunteers who can help UNHCR access the most vulnerable,
unregistered population.

Sexual Gender Based Violence (SGVB)

At least 450 survivors of SGBV have been identified since January 2008 (on average 13 per week), the
majority during the registration process. 5% of the registered population is identified as Women at Risk.
Common forms of SGBV identified by UNHCR include rape, forced prostitution, trafficking, forced
marriage, economic and sexual exploitation and domestic violence. UNHCR is supporting survivors and
working towards prevention partly through direct assistance (both financial and material).

UNFPA, UNICEF, IOM, UNDP and UNHCR are working on a joint strategy and initiatives to assist
refugee women in detention.

UNHCR has begun securing access to over 70 Iragi women in Douma Prison, and 10 Iraqi Girls (12-17
years old) in the Juvenile and Rehabilitation Centre (Damascus). The majority of the girls and women
are survivors of SGBV including rape and forced prostitution.

UNHCR is supporting several safe houses in Damascus which provide accommodation, food, social
counselling, vocational training, legal and medical services for women and/or her children who have
suffered any form of violence (domestic, sexual) either in Iraqg or in Syria.

Community Services

All Community Centres are now being administered by the Danish Refugee Council. The six centres are
located in the main four areas around Damascus that have the largest refugee concentration, namely:
Masaken Barzeh, Sayyedeh Zeinab, Jaramana and Qudsaya. Two additional community centre
locations in Jaramana and Saida Zainab were found to cope with the increasing demand for social
services at the community level.

Community Centres offer English, French, Arabic, computer skills, and classes for the disabled and
Library services. After school activities prioritize curriculum support for Iragi refugees struggling at
school.

Some Community Centres also provide important venues for weekly social and legal counselling to
several hundred vulnerable Iragi refugees, closer to their homes.



Resettlement

UNCR is encouraging resettlement countries to make rapid decisions to facilitate the departure of the
most vulnerable Iragis. Over 20% of cases submitted by Jordan and Syria are women at risk.

In 2007, UNHCR Syria submitted 7,852 Iraqi refugees for resettlement to all countries.
That same year, only 833 Iraqi refugees actually departed for resettlement countries.

The table below is the resettlement submission breakdown by Country of Submission in August 2008:

Country of submission Individuals

The table below is the resettlement departures breakdown by Country in August 2008:

Country of submission Individuals

The table below shows the total number of submissions and departures by Resettlement Country since
February 2007:

Country of submission Individuals Submitted Individuals Departed

AUL
CAN
DEN
FIN
FRA
GBR
IRE
Liechtenstein
NET
NOR
NZL
POR
SWE
USA

15376 4127

UNHCR Syria expects to submit between 17,000 and 18,000 Iraqi refugees for resettlement to all
resettlement countries in 2008 subject to places made available by States and any operational
constraints.



Palestinians from Irag

While the exact number of Palestinians who fled Iraq and are now living in Syria is unknown, around
2,600 are stranded in three camps on or near the Syria-lrag border. They are in a particularly vulnerable
situation owing to their non-admission (temporary admission in the case of El Hol) into Syrian territory
and the fact that many fled Iraq after 2003 because of persecution. The living conditions vary according
to each camp but can be very difficult and unsafe, further lowering refugees’ morale. All three camps are
entirely dependent on assistance from UNHCR and its partners (mainly UNRWA, WFP, UNICEF, the
Palestinian Red Crescent). UNHCR is seeking other solutions for these Palestinian refugees, such as
resettlement inside and outside the region. Sweden recently accepted 155 individuals from Al-Tanf and
discussions are underway with the Sudanese government.

Al Tanf Camp

Located in the area between the Iraqgi passport control and Syrian passport control.

Refugee Population: 923.

The first refugees began arriving from Iraq in May 2006 when they were barred from entering Syria.
Since October 2007, when the population was around 350, all new arrivals are Palestinians who had
been residing in Syria with Iragi documents obtained fraudulently and who have been deported or left
voluntarily to Al Tanf Camp. Despite the relocation of 116 refugees to Chile in April and May, the
continued arrival of Palestinians from Damascus is putting further strain on the already difficult living
conditions in the camp.

Living conditions: the camp is makeshift and located right next to a large motorway. Hazards include:
extreme temperatures and harsh weather conditions; outbreak of fires in tents; accidents caused by
passing trucks; poor medical facilities. With great numbers of refugees continuing to arrive at Al Tanf,
the camp has reached its limit in size without expanding across a dangerous motorway or across the
border.

View of Al Tanf camp and the motorway running alongside © UNHCR/C. Laleve

Assistance: UNHCR and its partners are providing essential food/non-food items, drinking water,
infrastructure and community programs administered in coordination with UNICEF, the Palestinian and
the Syrian Arab Red Crescent organisations as well as UNRWA (including medical team, school, sewing
workshop, recreation centre for children and work-incentive scheme).



El Hol Camp

Located in Hassakah Province in north-eastern Syria.

Refugee Population: 334.

In September 2005, 286 Palestinians ex Iraq stranded near the Irag-Jordan border were exceptionally
allowed entry into Syria and transferred to El Hol Camp under UNHCR auspices. Since then, only a very
few new cases have been admitted to El Hol.

Living conditions: refugees are allowed to travel within Hassakah Governorate and have access to basic
medical care and education. However there is no possibility of local integration and residence in the
camp is mandatory.

Assistance: basic food items are provided by WFP and the distribution of complementary food items and
the running costs of the camp are covered by UNHCR. The food distribution takes place twice a month
through UNHCR’s implementing partner, the Governorate of Hassakah. There is one clinic inside the
camp operated by 3 doctors working in alternate shifts, 6 days a week. Additionally refugees have
access to a public health centre in El Hol village, although it was already overburdened before their
arrival. UNHCR'’s support allows refugees to receive free medicine. Access to primary education has
been given to over 100 school aged refugee children in Grades 1-9 at El Hol village school, with
textbooks and school uniforms provided by UNHCR. Access to secondary education in Hassakah,
however, remains extremely rare.

Al Walid Camp

Located 200 meters inside Iraq after the passport control at the Al Walid border crossing.

Refugee Population: 1,367, hoping to be admitted in either Syria or Jordan, many of whom have family
members in Al Tanf Camp.

Residents of this camp are assisted by UNHCR’s Iragi Operation Unit in Amman, ICRC, ICS (Italian
Consortium of Solidarity) and Islamic Relief.

Living conditions: Refugees in Al Walid live under conditions totally unsuited to prolonged human
habitation. Conditions there are particularly difficult: harsh physical environment; risk of outbreak of fire
in the tents; accidents caused by passing trucks; infestation with snakes and rats; very few facilities and
extreme temperatures (+50 C to sub zero).

Work for construction of a new site for the residents of Al Waleed is underway; it is anticipated to finish
at the end of October.

The health of refugees in the camp continues to deteriorate due to poor sanitation conditions and with
limited access to medical assistance. The medical dispensary in the camp (staffed by Palestinian
refugee health workers) sees an average 70 patients a day among refugees. The nearest medical
facility is 400 km away. There is no ambulance service and patients have to be transported in taxis.
Neighbouring countries have restricted medical evacuation and patients are rarely admitted

There is high level of frustration and desperation among the refugees with no viable alternatives,
including a lack of proper services to refugees injured and psychologically traumatized by violence in
Iraqg.

Assistance: Al Walid Camp receives little assistance and few services owing to the difficulty of access
for international organizations and security conditions in Anbar Province. UNHCR and its partners
distribute food and non-food items to meet basic needs: daily food rations, non-food items, power
supply, and kerosene for cooking and heating as well as health care services and referral services
including medical evacuations. UNHCR has also rehabilitated 12 classrooms and pays for 42 teachers.
A total of 340 students attend school in Al Walid. Monitoring visits are carried out by UNHCR staff,
including undertaking detailed profiling exercises to identify protection and vulnerable families for
possible resettlement. ICRC provides water and sanitation services as well as medical supplies.
UNHCR, in coordination with the authorities and partners, has set up camp management structures that
include refugee committee members elected by the camp population.

For further information, please contact:

Sybella Wilkes, Regional Public Information Officer + 963. .
Dalia Al Achi, Public Information Assistant, + 963.988.099183




